
On Saturday, S e pt . 15, 1990, I visited Tinicum National 

Environmental Ce nt er in Philad e lphia. Th e morning was wa rm and 

sunn y , and I wa s n't e x p e cting much in th e wa y of 1n ig rants. By the 

only one Ame r i c an Red s t ar t and o n e Rose-b re a s t e d Gr o s b ea k. 

Ab o ut h a lf - ,,.,, a y do•...,n the t rack s, I noticed a bir· d sitting ,.:ev e r· 

th e impoundment with it s bac k t o me . It appeared to be a s lim, 

medium-sized f lycatche r ver y s imilar in si z e and shape to an 

Eastern Kingb i rd -- but as it b e gan flycatchin g, it dropped into 

the vegetation below, showing a flash of yellow. 

It finall y came back up on the d ead branches , and this is what I 

observed as it sat with its back to me: 

The head, nape, mantle and back were a me d ium gray, the wing s 

a darker gray with some buffy edges to the feathers. The tail, 

folded up tight as it perched, was black. When th e bird began 

flycatching, I easily observe d white in the outer tail feathers. 

The tail was not notched. The gray on the head extended onto th e 

sides of the face; there was no sharp demarcation between the cap 

and the f ac •~ and n •::? c k ( as m i g h t b •2 on an Ea s t e r · n K i n g b i i-· d , of 

which I saw none, or even an Eastern Phoebe). An indistinct black 

line extended through the eye. 

The bill was black and close in size to an Eastern Kingbird ' s 

it was neither exceptionally long nor heavy. 

The chest and upper breast were a pale gray and the throat was 

ev,::?n p,3.t•~r·· th,3.n ttT,3.t. Th,~ Y•::!llo•.J on th•? b~:? lly was a- pal"= lemon 

yellow and was distributed evenly across the belly. 

I am familiar with the Western Kingbird from two trip s to 

Texas (where I also have seen Couch's Kingbird and Ash-throated 



and one trip to Oregon. Additionally, I have seen Western 

Flyc,,1tch~~rs in Cap•? May, N.,J., ""· n1 .. w1ber of t:imr:~s in the fall. 

SJMil.J\H SPECIES: I have r::!l im:i.rH.'lted both Cwi:1,al···cr"f.:!5l".:!d a.nd 

Ash-throated flycatchers because the bird was gray, not brown. 1· 

have eliminated Cassin's Kingbird by the light color of the 

throat and chin and thr:~ whit•.? <.:cuti;:1t· t,:1il f•:athers. I do not 

believe the bird was a Tropical or young Thick-billed KinyLircl 

because the bill was not heavy and, again the outer tail feathers 

,...,,~t·e '.,Jhi.t(?. .,md t.1'11:?. tai.l was dad,:. 

I have eliminated a young Eastern Phoebe because of the 

grayness overall, the lack of a clear distinction between the cap 

Thr:~ bi.rd cc::.,nt.inued flycatching, t·eturni.11g tc, V•3t"ious di:1acJ 

branches over tl,e water; after about five minutes, it flaw dW&Y 

report~'?d seein•::3 thi'? bird at Tinicum thi:lt d,3y. 

In the few minutes I was able to observe the bird, I made 

special note to check the throat/upper chest and the tail, since 

I hav~'? no qu,~st ion in my mind that the bird I sa,..., ,:,n Sept. 15 

at Tinicum was a Western Flycatcher, Tyrannus verticalis. 
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