O Saturday, Sept. 1%, 1920, I wvisited Tinicws Mational
Envivonmental Center in FPhiladelphia. Thie wmorning was warm and

sunny, and I wasn™t edpecltling muach in the way af pigrvants, By the
time T got to the path along the aold tralley btracks, T had found
cnly one American Redstart and one Rase-~breasled Grosbeal.

Aot half-way dawn the tracke, [ noticed a bivd sitting over
the fmepoundment with its back to me. It appeared to be a slin,
medinm-sized flycatoher —— wvery similar in size and shape tao an
Eastern Kinglbiivd —— but as il began flycatching,., 1t dyopped inta
the vegetation below, showing a flash of wvellow.

It finally came back up on the dead branches, and this 1&s what I
obeerved as 1t sat with i1ite LBack to me:

The head, nape, mantle and back were a medium gray, the wintgs
a darker gray with some buffy edges to the feathers. The tail,
folded up tight as it perched, was black. When the bivd began
flycatching, I easily abhbsevrved white in the cuter tail feathers.
The tail was not natched. The gray on the head extended onta the

sides of the facs there was no sharp demarcation between the cap

~8

and the face and neck {as might be an an Eastern Kingbirvrd, of
which I saw nones, or even an Eastern Fhoebe)., An indistinet black
line extended through the eve.

The bill was black and closes in size to am Eactern KFingbird™s
- 1t was neither exceptionally lang nor heavy.

The chest and upper breast were a pale gray and the throat WaAas
even paler than that. The vellow on the belly was a pale leman
yellow and was distributed evenly acvoss the belly.

I am familiar with the Western Fingbird from two trips to

Texas (where I also have seen Couch™s Kingbird and Ash-throated
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y ane tyip to &vizona (where IMve also seen Cassin™s,
Jd Thick-billed kingbirds and Ash-throaated Flycatohey)
ot Oregon. Additicnally, I have seen Wegslern
in Cape May, M..., a number of times in the fall.
SFECIER: T have eliminated bolth Greal-orested and
d flycatchers because the bird was gray, not brown. I
ated Cassin™s Fingbivd by the light calor of the
chin and the white cutery tail feathers. I do not
Bird was a Troapical ar young Thick-billed Kingbivd
Irill was not heavy and, again the cuter tail feathers
and the tail was dark.

liminated a young Eastern Fhoebe because of the

grayness caverall, the lack of a clear distincetion between the cap

and the ohe

white cugter

ke, the contrasting wings, the black tail and the

tail feathevs.

The bivd continued flycatoehing, veturning to various dead

branches aver the water; after about five minutes, it flew away
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v the dmpoundment. s Tar as T know, no ane olse
ging the bivrd at Tinicum that day.
@y minutes 1 was able to abserve the bivd, 1 made

2 to cheocl the throat/upper chest and the tail, since

I have studied the differences among western Tlycatehers.
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o ogquestion in omy mind that the bird I saw on Sept. 1S

wWwiag 3 Western Flycatoher, Tyrannus verticalis.
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Sandra Sherman
212 Morth St.

Collingdale, Pa. 17023
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